
 

 
 

At St John the Baptist School we are particularly proud of the family atmosphere and our 

close links with the village community.  We encourage the children to feel that they are part 

of a team of people who work together for the benefit of all.  All children are encouraged to 

care for each other and for their school.  It is part of our mission to educate the whole child.  

This means that we focus, not only on academic attainment, but also on developing the 

child’s ability to be part of, and contribute to the community.  We believe that everyone 

should be lifelong learners, using skills, thought and perseverance to approach and achieve 

in a wide variety of contexts and situations. 

 

In the Early Years Foundation Stage, a particularly strong emphasis is placed upon the 

importance of being active and learning through play. This enables children to place 

knowledge and experiences in context, and to begin to develop and learn key skills which 

will hopefully stay with them throughout their life.  It also enables them to explore different 

viewpoints and experiences, and to place themselves within the context of the wider world. 

We aim to provide an Early Years Curriculum that is relevant and challenging in its content, 

but also good fun, providing your child with the motivation and desire to become a life long 

learner. 
 

                  
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 

The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum is for children from birth to five. The 

curriculum followed in the reception class builds directly on from that of the pre school 

settings and is organised into seven distinct areas of learning: 
 

Prime –      Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
                   Communication and Language 
                   Physical Development  
Specific -   Literacy 
                  Mathematics 
                  Understanding of the World 
                  Expressive Arts and Design 
              
All of the seven areas of learning and development are important and inter-connected. 

However, it is considered that the three areas called ‘prime areas’ (Personal, Social and 

Emotional Development, Communication and Language, and Physical Development) are 

crucial for igniting children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for building their 

capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive. The four areas known as ‘specific areas’ 

(Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding of the World, and Expressive Arts and Design) are 

considered to be the essential skills and knowledge that a child needs in order to participate 

successfully in society. The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum recognises the 

importance of the ‘prime areas’ in shaping a child’s ability to learn.   

 

Each of the seven areas of learning have two or three Early Learning Goals linked to them. It 

is these Early Learning Goals that the children work towards achieving by the end of the 

reception year (there are 17 ELG altogether).  These set out the skills, understanding, 

knowledge and attitudes, which it is hoped children will reach or exceed by the time that 

they leave the reception class. It is important to remember that children will be at different 

stages of development depending on their age and maturity. Some children will still be 

working within the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum as they move into Year 1. The 

Year 1 curriculum allows for this and gives opportunity for reinforcement and consolidation 

if a child needs it. 

 

There are currently no statutory assessment requirements linked to the Early Years 

Foundation Stage Curriculum. However, as a school we will be continually assessing and 

tracking the children’s progress against the Early Learning Goals from the moment they 

enter the reception class. We will share this information with you at regular intervals 

throughout the year. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Prime Areas of Learning 

 



 

 

 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

 
Self-confidence and Self-awareness – the children will be confident to try new activities 

and say why they like some activities more than others. They will be encouraged to develop 

their confidence so that they are able to share their ideas and speak out when in a familiar 

group. They will be able to choose the resources that they need for activities and be able to 

ask for help when needed. 

Managing Feelings and Behaviour – the children will be encouraged to talk about their 

feelings and those of others. They will be given opportunities to talk about how their 

behaviour can affect others and understand that some behaviour is not acceptable. They will 

work as part of a group and as the whole class and learn that the rules that are put in place 

are there for a reason. They will begin to know how to adjust their behaviour when in 

different situations and take any changes of routines in their stride. 

Making Relationships – the children will play co-operatively, share and take turns with 

others. They will be encouraged to take into account the ideas of others. They will show 

sensitivity towards another child’s needs and feelings and form positive relationships with 

the adults and children within the school.    

 

 

 
 

 
                                            

Communication and Language 

 

Speaking - the children will be encouraged to speak clearly and express themselves 

effectively, showing an awareness of the listener’s needs. They will have the opportunity to 

talk about different things with their peers and with the adults in the classroom and will be 

encouraged to use past, present and future tenses accurately. 

Listening and Attention – the children will be encouraged to listen attentively in a range of 

different situations. They will learn to respond to what they hear with relevant comments, 

questions or actions.  

Understanding – the children will follow instructions involving several ideas or actions. 

They will use their experiences to help them answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions and will 

respond appropriately to stories and events.  
 

Role play will form an important part of this area of development and the children will be 

given the opportunity to practice their speaking and listening skills in different ways.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

Physical Development  

 

Moving and Handling – the children will be encouraged to show good control and co-

ordination of their movements in a range of ways (running, jumping, climbing, etc). They 

will be taught to think about and negotiate the space around them. They will be taught to 

handle equipment and tools effectively, eg pencils, scissors, cooking utensils, etc. 

Health and Self Care – the children will learn about the importance of good health through 

eating a healthy diet, taking regular exercise and how to keep themselves safe. They will be 

encouraged to manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs, including using the toilet 

independently and dressing/undressing themselves. 

  

 

 

Specific Areas of Learning 

                                                                        Literacy                                                           

 

Reading – the children will be encouraged to develop a love of books and will begin to learn 

how to read simple words and then sentences for themselves. They will be taught the 

different phonemes and digraphs (letter sounds) and will learn how to blend these together to 

help them work out unknown words when reading. They will learn to read some common 

key words which do not follow a phonic pattern. The children will be encouraged to talk 

about what they read. A short reading meeting will be held during the first half of the 

Autumn term to explain to you how we approach reading and how you can best support your 

child. 

Writing - we encourage emergent writing, which means that we want the children to believe 

that they are writers from the start. All their attempts at writing will be valued, from random 

‘scribbled’ marks to recognizable letter shapes and words. We will actively encourage the 

children to ‘have-a-go’ and write independently rather than giving them things to copy. 

Alongside this, the children will be shown how to hold their pencil and how to form the 

lower case letter shapes correctly. Gradually, as they learn more about the writing process so 

their attempts at independent writing will begin to become more recognizable. They will be 

encouraged to use the phonemes and digraphs to build words and to write some key words 

correctly. Gradually their writing will be able to be read by themselves and others.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 



Mathematics 

 

Numbers – the children will develop an understanding of number through their involvement 

in practical activities, games, stories, songs and in their play. They will learn to count 

reliably to 20, both forwards and backwards, and in ones and then twos and tens. They will 

learn to read and write the numbers to 10 and be able to place these numbers in order. The 

children will be encouraged to say which number is one more or one less than a given 

number and be involved in simple practical adding and taking away using one digit numbers. 

They will be encouraged to apply their knowledge to problem solving activities and to begin 

to represent their mathematical understanding on paper. 

Shape, Space and Measures – the children will be encouraged to use everyday language to 

talk about size, weight, length, capacity, distance, time and money when comparing 

quantities and objects. They will apply this knowledge to problem solving situations as well. 

The children will learn about 2D/3D shapes and be encouraged to use mathematical language 

to describe and compare their properties. They will look at patterns and try to recreate and 

describe simple repetitive patterns. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Understanding the World 

 

 

People and Communities – the children will talk about past and present events in their own 

lives and in the lives of their family members. They will begin to understand that the 

children in their class don’t always do things in the same way as them and will start to 

develop empathy and sensitivity towards others. They will begin to recognize some of the 

similarities and differences that exist between themselves and their friends, and among other 

families, communities and traditions. 

The World – the children will learn about the similarities and differences in relation to other 

places, objects, materials and living things. They will be encouraged to talk about their 

immediate environment and how their environment might be different to other ones. They 

will talk about and make observations of animals and plants  

Technology – the children will recognize that a range of technology is used in their home 

and at school. They will learn to select and use technology for different purposes. 
 

  



 

 

 

 

Expressive Arts and Design 

 

 

Exploring and Using Media and Materials – the children will be encouraged to sing 

songs, make music and dance. They will be encouraged to experiment with how they use 

these different media and even combine them together. In art and craft work the children 

will learn how to safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, and 

experiment with colour, design, texture, form and function.  

Being Imaginative – the children will be encouraged to use what they have learnt about 

media and materials in original ways, thinking about uses and purposes. They will be 

encouraged to represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through design 

technology, art, music, dance, role play and stories.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  



 

 
 

The School Day 
 

The school day begins for all children at 8.50 am, but the children are allowed to come 

into school from 8.40 am if they wish. The children in Ash Class will self register (find 

their name card and come and say good morning to their class teacher) and then choose 

an activity to work at. Please try and say your goodbyes as soon as your child is busy 

with their chosen activity. If your child is upset, please take them to the class teacher or 

teaching assistant who will look after them.  It can be a struggle to part in the first few 

weeks, but try to be as ‘matter of fact’ as possible, reassuring your child that you will be 

back for them and then leave as quickly as possible.  Most children stop crying within a 

few minutes and are then fine for the rest of the day. If your child becomes really upset 

you will be contacted. 
 

For the first few weeks, we concentrate on introducing the children to the school routines 

and classroom resources, and will carry out some initial assessments.  Activities will be 

short, practical and play based.  
 

Toilets are situated in the classroom and the children will be reassured that they can go to 

the toilet at any time during the day.    
 

At about 10.00am we usually come together for a story and sharing time. After this the 

children will be encouraged to have a drink (water or milk) and a fruit or vegetable snack 

from our snack box. We usually sit and eat this together, before going out to play in the 

playground. If you would prefer your child to bring in their own fruit or vegetable snack 

then this is fine. All children must bring a named water bottle with a sports cap to school 

that is separate to the drink in their lunch box. These water bottles are stored in the 

classroom so that the children can have a drink of water (no juice) whenever they are 

thirsty. Milk is provided for those children who have been registered online for it.  
 

After snack time the children will be allowed to go out into the playground with the rest 

of the school. However, the reception children can stay in their own separate playground 

if they wish. At the end of break the teacher on duty rings a bell and the children are 

expected to line up, stand still and wait for their teacher to collect them. 
 

Lunch for the reception children is at about 11.45am, and the children can either have a 

free hot school meal or bring in their own packed lunch from home. The reception 

children go into the hall to eat their lunch and will be joined by the Year 1’s. There is 

always a choice of hot food, and we try and encourage the children to eat at least some of 

the food on their plate. After lunch the children go back out to play in the playground.   
 

Most children tend to stay for lunch and will then go home at 1.00pm. Mrs Bush will 

bring the children to the front door and will wait with them until you have collected your 

child. When your child stays all day, then he/she will be brought to the top playground at 

the back of the school. The gate in the car park is opened just after 3.10pm (please do not 

 



arrive at school before 3.10pm) and the children are dismissed at about 3.15pm. We ask 

that you do not come down to the car park gate until directed to do so, as sometimes cars 

need to get into/leave the car park towards the end of the school day. The children will be 

told that they must not go through the gate in the top playground until we can see the 

adult who usually picks them up. A quick wave helps us to locate where you are standing. 

If someone else is picking up your child then you must tell the class teacher or teaching 

assistant that morning, or ring/email the school office.  Please ensure that you are not late 

for picking up your child as they can get very anxious ifeveryone seems to be going home 

except them. 

 

Seeing your class teacher 
 

The beginning of the day is an important time for the class teacher and teaching assistant 

to welcome and settle the children, and so it is not a good time for lengthy chats. We are 

happy for you to come down to the classroom with your child every morning to make 

sure that they are settled and to pass on any minor information or worries. If you wish to 

discuss something at greater length or detail, please make an appointment with the class 

teacher to see her one day after school. 
 

There are parent evenings in the Autumn Term (October) and in the Spring Term 

(March). You will also receive a mid-year written report on your child’s progress 

(February), and another final report at the end of the reception year (July). We value very 

highly the parent - teacher partnership and welcome your contributions.   

 

Monitoring Progress 
 

The teaching and learning that takes place in the reception class revolves around a play 

based curriculum, with the children being encouraged to become involved in self initiated 

activities. For this reason, assessment procedures are mainly made through observations 

of the child as they play because ‘play is their work’. The adults working with the 

children will record any significant observations about each child’s knowledge, attitude, 

skill and understanding of the tasks that they become involved in. This information is 

gathered together to make a ‘Learning Journal’ of each child’s journey through the 

reception year.  
 

As the term progresses your child will be encouraged to become more independent and 

take much more responsibility for their learning. They will be expected to concentrate for 

longer periods of time and to listen with increasing skill.  They will be expected to 

remember and follow instructions and to work co-operatively with others.  It is important 

for children to realise they have a responsibility for what they learn and how they learn. 

The more active the participation, the more likely they are to learn and remember things. 

 
 
 
 
 



Absence 
 

It is important that your child attends school regularly. However, if your child is unwell 

then please phone the school before 8.50am on each day of absence. A written note must 

be brought in on your child’s return which gives the reason for their absence.   
 

Please be aware that any absence from school can disrupt your child’s routine and 

sense of security.   
 
Equipment 
 

P.E will take place once a week and your child will need - black shorts and a red t shirt 

that are placed in a PE bag which is hung on their peg. The children work in bare feet in 

the hall and will not need plimsolls for PE until Christmas.   
 

We request that no pencil cases or other personal items are brought into school.  Children 

should not bring in toys or games as they can cause distractions or problems if they get 

lost or broken. 
 

All belongings, book bags and clothing should be clearly marked with your child’s name.  

Please avoid lace up shoes. No make up of any kind including nail varnish is allowed.  

Long hair must be tied back, but please keep hair slides, bands and ties simple and plain.  

If your child has earrings these must be studs and will need to be removed (by your child) 

or covered with sticky tape for P.E. lessons. No other jewellery is allowed and  

we discourage the wearing of watches by our youngest children too. 

 

Praise and rewards 
 

We believe strongly that children work best when they feel successful.  We value  

effort as highly as we do achievement.  Children are given stickers for working hard or 

behaving well, and these are then placed on a special sticker chart. When the sticker chart 

is filled up then the child is awarded with a certificate in assembly. 

 

Medicines 
 

We do not normally give out medicines in school. However, in special circumstances (eg, 

asthma inhalers, prescribed medicine), medication will be administered provided that 

written consent is given by the child’s parent. The school has a special form that needs to 

be filled in, so please speak to your child’s teaching assistant for further advice. 

 

Parent Helpers 
 

We are happy to welcome parents into school to help with our cooking and gardening 

activities, but ask that you do not sign up for sessions that you know that your child is in. 

If you are keen to help in school regularly (eg every week) then please talk to Mrs Bush.    

 

 

 

 

 



What if there are problems? 
 

Many children have no problems at school at all, but often some of them go through a 

period of adjustment. Most problems are not the result of children being unhappy at 

school, but are due to adapting to being without mum and dad for longer periods of time.  

Most problems are short term. The most common problem is crying when you leave. This 

can happen on the first couple of days, but usually happens when – 

 the child suddenly realises that they now have to come to school every day 

 when they are tired at the end of the week or a busy term  

 after any break such as illnesses, school holidays etc.   
 

When a child is upset we have found it best to try and take the child from the parent.  

You must then try to leave as quickly as possible.  Please avoid the temptation to return 

and check on your child.  Most children are absolutely fine a couple of minutes after the 

parent has gone. However, if they become really distressed we will always phone you and 

you are more than welcome to phone the school yourself to check if they have settled. If 

the crying becomes regular and frequent we would want to work with you to try and 

agree on strategies for dealing with the problem. 
 

It is always helpful to know if a child is reluctant to come to school or if there are any 

reasons why a child may not be their usual self (eg an unsettled night, a pet dying, etc). 

We want all the children to feel happy and positive about coming to school, and being 

kept informed and being able to ‘nip problems in the bud’ is important.    
 

We are very keen that the children should be encouraged to learn how to face and deal 

with any problems themselves. We try to get the children to distinguish between 

something that is done on purpose and something that is an accident. Children only 

usually see things from their own point of view, and so we try to support and encourage 

them by talking through any issues as they arise, and helping them to see the other 

person’s viewpoint as well. Most problems are the result of misunderstandings and can 

usually be easily sorted out. 

 

 

 
 

We believe strongly that children benefit enormously when the school and parents 

working together. However, school and home can make different demands on children 

and children can often behave differently in each of these environments. We value the 

discussions that we have with you about your child. We are keen to provide the best 

education for your child and their happiness is of utmost importance.   

 

 

 

 



 
 

The playgroups already do a very good job in preparing the children for  

school.  Some things that may help your child further are: 
 

 Ensuring that your child can go to the toilet by themselves and knows 

how to wipe themselves independently. They also need to  

understand the importance of washing their hands after they have used the toilet. 

 Ensuring that they know how to sit at a table properly when eating, and how to use 

a knife and fork. Show your child how to cut their food with a knife and how to use 

their knife to push the food onto their fork.  

 Make sure your child can put on their coat and do up the fastenings by themselves. 

 Ensuring your child can dress themselves – sweatshirts can often be a particular 

problem, especially when they are inside out. Help your child know how to turn 

their clothes to the right way. Also putting socks and tights back on can be tricky. 

 Please try to avoid buying lace up shoes, velcro fastenings are so much easier. 

 Label all clothes clearly and make sure you show your child where these labels are. 

 Play games with your child that they don’t always win – learning to share in other 

people’s success is sometimes hard for young children to accept. 

 

 
 

Most importantly have lots of FUN together. 

 


	Communication and Language

